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ARTICLE 4 

Sin and Evil1

Sin and its Consequences 
We believe that the first humans yielded to the tempter and fell into sin.2 
Since then, all people disobey God and choose to sin, falling short of the 
glory of God.3 As a result, sin and evil have gained a hold in the world, 
disrupting God’s purposes for the created order and alienating humans 
from God and thus from creation, each other and themselves.4 Human 
sinfulness results in physical and spiritual death. Because all have sinned, 
all face eternal separation from God.5 

Principalities and Powers 
Sin is a power that enslaves humanity. Satan, the adversary, seeks to rule 
creation and uses sin to corrupt human nature with pride and selfishness.6 
In sin people turn from God, exchanging the truth about God for a lie, 
worshiping and serving the creature rather than the Creator.7 Sin opens 
individuals and groups to the bondage of demonic principalities and 
powers. These powers also work through political, economic, social 
and even religious systems to turn people away from holiness, justice 
and righteousness.8 Whether in word, deed, thought or attitude, all 
humans are under the domination of sin and, on their own, are unable 
to overcome its power.9

Genesis 3; 6:11-12; Psalm 14:1-3; 36:1-4; 52:1-7; 58:1-5; 82; Isaiah 53:6; 
Ezekiel 16:49-50; Amos 2:4-8; Mark 7:20-23; John 8:34, 44; Romans 1:21-
32; 3:9-18, 23; 5:12-14, 18-19; 6:23; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 2:1-3; 
6:12; 1 Peter 5:8-9; 1 John 1:8-10; Revelation 12:9
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Preamble
The NFLT is working on an on-going project to update the existing resources (viz. 

Commentary and Pastoral Application) connected to our 1999 MB Confession of 

Faith. We are excited about this new project which will provide “Explanatory Notes” 

for almost every sentence of the actual Confession. In addition, we are replacing the 

Pastoral Application with what will be called “Living the Confession (FAQs).” While 

these resources do not carry the same authority as that of our Confession, we hope 

that these resources can provide significant help for our pastors/leaders, others within 

our congregations, folks interested in our MB theological convictions, and finally 

for prospective credentialing candidates as they move toward credentialing and 

leadership in our MB family. 

We have already approved and printed a number of revised resources (viz., Article 

8: Explanatory Notes and Living the Confession (FAQs); Article 1: Explanatory Notes; 

Article 2: Explanatory Notes). The NFLT has given approval in principle to Article 6: 

Explanatory Noters and Living the Confession (FAQs) and is seeking input from all of 

our Provincial Faith and Life Teams and other interested individuals so that this resource 

can be the most helpful to our wider family. 

We are asking for input related to several larger questions: Is the particular note helpful 

in clarifying the statement made in the Confession—or is there something that needs 

to be added? (Note: Our Confession has 18 articles so there are other articles that 

might address what is missing but we are happy to hear what you think is missing.) 

Does the response to an FAQ reflect well our convictions? 

The best way to provide feedback is to explain how your comments relate to a specific 

note or FAQ. Please send feedback to keith.reed@mbchurches.ca. We hope 

to move forward with final approval of these resources in Fall of 2024, so feedback is 

welcome at any point over the next months.

Thank you for your help (and for your prayers) as we undertake this project. While 

we are glad to have you share this DRAFT with others who might be able to provide 

helpful feedback, please do not post this online or distribute it widely at this point.

Ken Esau (National Faith & Life Director)

mailto:keith.reed@mbchurches.ca
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1 Article 4 describes what is wrong with God’s beautiful world. Malcolm 
Muggeridge once said that the “depravity [sin] of [humanity] is at once the 
most empirically verifiable reality but at the same time the most intellectually 
resisted fact.” In other words, the reality of sin in our world is the easiest of 
all things to prove by observation. We can see sin’s effects everywhere in 
our world—even in the lives of those who identify as disciples of Jesus. But 
the personal dimension of sin is also the most denied reality in our world. 
We want to pretend that we are free from sin or that we are not to blame 
for it. Our sins become downgraded simply to “mistakes,” unchangeable 
parts of our humanness and brokenness, or worse yet positives that we 
should embrace on our journey to personal growth and improvement. But 
this is not how Scripture sees sin. When we deny the presence and serious 
death-producing results of sin, we give sin an increasing power.

While Article 4 is primarily a description of the bad news of our 
present situation, it should be noted that sin is not an eternal spiritual 
power but one that had a beginning early in the history of the cosmos and 
will have a full and complete end at the time of the final return of Jesus. 
In the meantime, the spiritual power of sin (and the death, decay, and 
destruction of life it produces) continues to fight back “in great wrath, 
because [it] knows that [its] time is short!” (Rev 12:12).

Article 4 is a description of the comprehensive reality of sin and evil 
both corporately and personally. It is only by comprehending the biblical 
description of sin and evil that we can understand and appreciate 
God’s cosmic yet personal salvation in Jesus described in Article 5. 
We must understand something of the darkness before we can appreciate 
and move toward the light. [return to article]

2 The description of the first humans in Genesis 3 helps us both define 
sin and recognize its inevitable consequences. In the Bible, sin is both 
a spiritual power wreaking havoc on the world, and a way of describing 
human actions that result from humans yielding themselves to and 
cooperating with this spiritual power. It is important to keep in mind 
this multi-layered understanding of sin which is reflected in Article 4.

First, sin begins with a spiritual power that is in opposition to 
the Creator God. The New Testament most often refers to the primary 
representative of the spiritual power of sin with the term Satan (see Note 
6). The spiritual power of sin entices humans away from obedience to 
God (Gen 3:1-5), enslaves humans (Rom 5:21; 6:12-14; 7:11-20), and 
produces death, decay, and destruction of life (cf. John 10:10). Human sin 
is not an action of true human freedom but always an act of yielding to 
the spiritual power of sin working against God and God’s good purposes 
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(Rev 12:9). The first humans succumbed to this spiritual power (aka the 
“tempter”) in the garden.

Second, human sin is an act of willful disobedience of God in 
relation to “any thought, desire, emotion, word or deed—or its particular 
absence, that displeases God, and deserves blame” (C. Plantinga, Not 
the Way It’s Supposed to Be [Eerdmans, 1995], 13). This can involve sins 
of commission violating one of God’s commands not to do something 
(cf. Matt 5:34-42; 6:2-25; 7:1; Eph 5:18) or sins of omission where one 
fails to do something God commands (Lev 5:1; John 15:9; Rom 12:13; 
Eph 5:18; Jas 4:17). The first humans modeled both of these. They failed 
to properly guard the garden against the serpent’s presence (Gen 2:15) 
which is a sin of omission. They also modeled a sin of commission by 
directly disobeying God’s command and eating from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil (Gen 2:17). Human sin includes not only 
actions but thoughts, desires, and emotions ( Jas 1:13-15) that conflict 
with faithfulness to God, God’s character, and God’s purposes.

Third, behind all acts of willful disobedience lies a refusal to 
bow in worship before God as the Creator and King. This refusal to 
worship God produces a propensity to trust one’s own, rather than God’s 
wisdom to discern “good and evil” (cf. Rom 1:21-32). The first humans 
trusted their own judgment rather than God’s clear instruction to them. 
This refusal to worship God as Creator and King is also evidenced in 
misplaced trust structures (Ps 20:7; Prov 3:5-6; Jer 17:5) where we rely 
on everything other than God for security, happiness, and purpose. Our 
trust structures reveal whether we are bowing before God and trusting 
God—or something else entirely. 

Fourth, human sin is always a refusal to embrace one’s status as a 
divine image bearer of the Creator God, denying the special dignity/
value bestowed by God simply by virtue of being human; refusing to 
respond to the invitation to a  special relationship with God; and/or failing 
to embrace the special capacity/calling one has been given to reflect the 
character (viz., love, holiness, righteousness, etc.) and purposes of God 
in the world (see Article 3: Explanatory Note 5). 

Fifth, sin is fundamentally an enemy of God’s Kingdom purposes 
of bringing God’s shalom to all creation. As Cornelius Plantinga has 
described it:

Sin is disruption of created harmony and then resistance 
to divine restoration of that harmony…. God hates sin not 
just because it violates his law but, more substantively, because 
it violates shalom, because it breaks the peace, because it 
interferes with the way things are supposed to be. (Indeed, 
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that is why God has laws against a good deal of sin.) God is 
for shalom and therefore against sin. In fact, we may safely 
describe evil as any spoiling of shalom, whether physically 
(e.g., by disease), morally, spiritually, or otherwise. Moral 
and spiritual evil are agential evil – that is, evil that, roughly 
speaking, only persons can do or have. Agential evil thus 
comprises evil acts and dispositions. Sin, then, is any agential 
evil for which some person (or group of persons) is to blame. 
In short, sin is culpable shalom-breaking. (Not the Way It’s 
Supposed to Be [Eerdmans, 1995], 5, 14; emphasis original)

Falling into sin is an appropriate picture for how sin trips people 
up in life—causing them to fall down in pain and lie immobile on the 
ground rather than move forward. While the Bible does not call Adam 
and Eve’s original sin “The Fall,” the biblical language of stumbling and 
falling into sin does occur often ( Jer 18:15; Hos 5:5; Matt 5:29-30; 13:21; 
Luke 8:13; Heb 6:6; Jas 2:10). However, the language of stumbling and 
falling into sin does not minimize culpability for sin. Human rebellion is 
behind human sin (Exod 34:7; Josh 24:19; Ps 106:43). [return to article]

3All people have embraced the same willful disobedience/sin modeled 
by the first humans. This means that every human being (apart from 
Jesus) is guilty of sin (Rom 3:9-18; 5:12-14; cf. Ps 14:1-3) and has fallen 
short of what God intended for human living (Rom 3:23). However, 
theologians have debated for many centuries how the first human sin 
(often called the “original sin”) caused this result. Article 3: Creation 
and Humanity has already referred to this question briefly: “Through 
the willful disobedience of Adam and Eve, sin entered the world. As a 
result, human nature is distorted and people are alienated from God 
and creation. Creation is under the bondage of decay.” Article 3, Note 7 
provides the following commentary related to why “since then, all people 
disobey God and choose to sin”:

Christian theologians have labeled the events described in Genesis 3 as 
the “Fall” or the “original sin”—even though these expressions are never used 
in Scripture. The Old Testament writers never reference Genesis 3, and only 
Paul among the New Testament writers mentions the Genesis 3 events at all 
(cf., Rom 5; 1 Cor 15; 1 Tim 2). There has been much debate about how 
Adam and Eve’s sin has impacted all future humanity and the creation itself, 
including how that impact is transmitted to future humans, whether humans 
are born with imputed guilt or just a propensity to sin, and how Jesus could 
be fully human and yet avoid sharing the guilt of Adam and Eve. Article 3 
does not wade into these intractable questions but states several convictions:
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1. Because of their willful disobedience, “sin entered the world.” Sin 
here is a reference to the full presence of sin in the human world and 
not the ultimate origin of sin or evil as a power. From the point of 
Adam and Eve’s wilful disobedience, sin and evil are present on earth 
working in opposition to God’s life-giving and good purposes. Sin and 
evil produce wide ranging effects that fracture our relationships with 
God, other humans, creation, and even our own selves—while also 
opening the door to death, alienation, and the destruction of physical 
and spiritual life. God’s Kingdom intentions are threatened by these 
conflicting forces that disrupt each of these four primary relationships. 

2. Because of their willful disobedience, “human nature is distorted.” 
Human nature is a reference to the fundamental and basic thought 
and behaviour patterns that are universal to humans. The original 
humans were created as divine image bearers with special dignity/
value, a special relationship with God, special capacity/calling to reflect 
God’s character and participate in God’s purposes in the world. Even 
after the first humans sinned, every subsequent human being is still a 
divine image bearer carrying the special dignity bestowed on them by 
God (cf. Gen 9:6), but something significant has changed. The special 
relationship with God and the special capacity/calling to reflect God’s 
character and purposes in the world are all broken and tainted by 
the presence and power of sin. All people without Christ are “dead in 
[their] transgressions and sins” (Eph 2:1). Only God can heal and 
fully restore humans to what he originally created them to be.

3. Because of their willful disobedience, “people are alienated from 
God and creation.” Humans are no longer born automatically into 
a situation of health and wholeness with God and creation—what is 
commonly called “original righteousness” where humans are fully able 
not to sin. Instead all humans now stand in need of redemption. Article 
3 does not dive into how this alienation is passed on to subsequent 
humans. The main options include:
a. All humans involuntarily (at conception or birth) are part of Adam 

and Eve’s sin (cf. Heb 7:9-10 for an analogy) and thus inherit 
Adam and Eve’s guilt as well as the tainting of human inclinations 
(cf. Ps 51:5; Rom 5:18-19; 1 Cor 15:22). This perspective reads 
Romans 5:12 about death spreading to all people “because all 
sinned” to mean that all people automatically inherited and 
participated in the first sin. Another key argument is that since 
Paul calls humans “by nature children of wrath” (Eph 2:3), this 
must mean that humans have inherited a guilty sinful nature 
worthy of divine judgment. The many biblical statements about 



DRAFT

Article 4 | explAnAtory notes

universal human wickedness (1 Kgs 8:46; Ps 14:2-3; Rom 3:10-
12) and the universal deceitfulness of the human heart (Gen 6:5; 
8:21; Ecc 9:3; Jer 17:9) imply that sin and guilt must be passed 
on to all humans in some physical or spiritual way at conception 
or birth. This passing on of sin and guilt is what it means that “in 
Adam all die” (1 Cor 15:22). 

b. All humans are born neither morally good nor morally guilty 
but rather as morally innocent beings. Humans are born into a 
broken and sinful world, but they do not become guilty of sin until 
they knowingly and voluntarily embrace sin. The sad news is that 
universally all humans “have turned away, all have become corrupt” 
(Ps 14:3), “all sinned” (Rom 5:12), and all are following the ways 
of this world, gratifying the cravings of the flesh (Eph 2:1-3), and 
unable to defeat the power of sin (Rom 7:14-24). This universal 
propensity to embrace sin and rebellion against God is why human 
wickedness is universal, human hearts are deceitful, and all are 
dead in their transgressions and sins. In this perspective, it is not 
inherited sin and guilt that makes one a sinner, but the universal 
mimicking of and identification with Adam and Eve in their sin. 
It is because all humans have identified with or joined with Adam 
that “in Adam all die” (1 Cor 15:22). Being “in Adam” is an act 
of deliberate identification, just as being “in Christ” is an act of 
deliberate identification. Jesus was born fully human with the same 
propensity and temptations that we experience (Heb 4:15), but 
Jesus did not embrace sin and thus did not join with or identify 
with Adam and Eve in their willful disobedience (“He committed 
no sin”; 1 Pet 2:22). 

Both perspectives, although different, fundamentally agree about the 
universality of human sin (viz., “all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God” Rom 3:23), and about the universality of the human 
need for salvation in Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Gal 2:16). Both 
agree that humans are not the way they should be (Rom 3:9-18) 
and that humans are unable on their own to live out the calling and 
mission God has for them but are in desperate need of salvation by 
grace alone (Eph 2:8-9). 

4. Because of their willful disobedience, “creation is under the bondage 
of decay.” This is a phrase taken almost directly from Roman 8:21 
(“bondage to decay” NIV, NRSV; cf. bondage/slavery “to corruption” 
KJV, NASB; ESV). Creation is now home to death, destruction, and 
decay in a way different from God’s original intention (cf. Rom 8:19-21).

5. Because of their willful disobedience, “humans and all creation long 
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to be set free.” The biblical story is one of constant longing, lament, and 
hope for freedom as humans live in a world that is alienated rather 
than one that is reconciled (Rom 8:1-4). Creation also is groaning as it 
awaits liberation (Rom 8:21-22). Revelation 21-22 describes what this 
freedom will look like one day when God’s Kingdom comes to earth as it 
is in heaven (see Article 18: Christ’s Final Triumph). [return to article]

4 Genesis 3-11 describes the “avalanche” of sin (to use Gerhard von 
Rad’s famous words) that cascaded down from Adam and Eve’s willful 
disobedience, gained a hold in the world through their offspring, and 
ultimately spread widely because of the events of Genesis 11. The 
spiritual powers of sin and evil have gained a hold in the world by 
inhabiting all human structures (political, economic, sociological, 
educational, religious), and have disrupted God’s Kingdom purposes 
for people’s shalom relationships with God, creation, others, and even 
themselves (See also Article 5). 

Sin and evil are like a death-producing cancer tenaciously attaching 
itself deep inside one’s body, metastasizing to other parts of the body, 
and disrupting everything away from its previous “healthy” state. One 
can see from Genesis 3 to 11 that the world is in what could be called a 
“stage 4” cancer beyond the capabilities of human intervention. People’s 
relationships with God, others, creation, and themselves are not the way 
they should be. Instead of harmony and health, there is alienation, conflict, 
and brokenness. Article 4 states the truth of our dire situation and should 
make us want to call out to God “How long, LORD, how long?” (Ps 6:3; 
cf. 13:1; 35:17; 94:3). Article 5: Salvation is a summary of God’s answer 
to this plea for intervention. [return to article]

5 Human sinfulness always results in physical and spiritual death even 
if the fullness of this physical and spiritual death is not immediately 
evident (see Gen 3; Ps 52; Ezek 16:49-50; Rom 5:12-21; 6:23; 7:11-13; 
8:13; 1 Cor 15:21-26; Eph 2:1-3; Heb 6:1; 9:14; Jas 1:15). The claim that 
“human sinfulness results in physical and spiritual death” is undeniable 
in Scripture (Rom 5:12; 6:16, 23; Jas 1:15) but not always clear in short-
term human experience. Individuals engaging in sinful behaviours may 
report increased happiness and positive outcomes but Scripture claims 
that ultimately sinful behaviour will result in physical and spiritual death. 
There is no other possible outcome. 

In terms of physical death, God responded to Adam and Eve’s willful 
disobedience by expelling them from the garden of Eden and the “tree of 
life.” While this seems to have been an act of God’s grace (Gen 3:22-24), 
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their physical bodies faced inevitable decay and eventual death because 
they no longer had access to the tree of life. For all humans since, physical 
death is a personal and inevitable reality unless Jesus returns first. 

Human sinfulness is universal (cf. Isa 53:6; Rom 3:23; 1 John 1:8-10) 
and it produces spiritual death that without divine intervention will lead 
inevitably to an eternity separate from God. There is no human treatment 
plan to overcome this inescapable progression toward death and separation. 
There is no path of moral goodness or self-improvement or mental self-
discipline that will overcome it. Without divine intervention, spiritual 
death and eternal separation from God are universal human realities.

In terms of spiritual death (brokenness of one’s relationship with 
the Triune God), human sinfulness was a human choice that led Adam 
and Eve to willfully disobey and then hide from God (Gen 3:8-9). 
Human sinfulness turns individuals away from worship, submission, and 
obedience—and toward shame, hiding, and fleeing from God’s presence. 
Human sin “defiles” people and thus creates a barrier for spiritual health 
and relationship (Mark 7:20-23). While God continues to reach out to 
overcome spiritual death (e.g., Gen 4:6-7), human sinfulness can also cause 
God to turn his face away from sinners who are foolishly committed to 
their course of action (e.g., Isa 59:1-3). 

This reality of eternal separation from God is not because God 
is arbitrary, hateful, or harsh, but because of how sin steals, kill, and 
destroys all that is good and beautiful. Sin pushes people away from 
even wanting to worship, submit, and obey the Triune God and live in 
the spiritual relationship that God intended. Sin is a force of separation 
that must be overcome in order for spiritual healing and reconciliation 
to occur. However, God also acts to make things right, fully establish his 
Kingdom purposes, and oppose everything that is working against that 
Kingdom. Sometimes the expression God’s “wrath” is used to describe 
God’s actions that bring justice and stop ongoing evil and destruction 
( John 3:36; Rom 12:19; Eph 2:1-3; cf. Ps 79:6; Isa 13:9; 48:9). God’s 
wrath is a way of expressing God’s actions of intervention and judgment 
against everything that produces evil and destruction. John Stott has 
famously defined God’s Wrath as “his steady, unrelenting, unremitting, 
uncompromising antagonism to evil in all its forms and manifestations” 
(The Cross of Christ [IVP, 2006], 171).  [return to article]

6 As mentioned in Note 2, the word “sin” is used in Scripture in reference 
to human sin but also to the spiritual or cosmic sin power that opposes 
God and inhabits structures in opposition to God’s Kingdom purposes. 
In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word “satan/Satan” or “the Satan” 
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can refer to a human or spiritual entity who functions as an adversary or 
accuser. While the exact nature and role of Satan is unclear in the Old 
Testament, the New Testament uses the name Satan to refer to the spiritual 
power in opposition to God (Matt 4:10; 12:26; Mark 3:23; 4:15; Luke 
10:18). Satan is also known in the New Testament by many other titles 
including the “evil one” (Matt 5:37), the “enemy” (1 Peter 5:7); the “Devil” 
(Eph 6:11), “prince of this world” ( John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11), “Belial” 
(2 Cor 6:15), “god of this age” (2 Cor 4:4), the tempter (Matt 4:3), the 
“father of lies” ( John 8:44), “Beelzebul” (Matt 12:24, 27; Mark 3:22), the 
“ancient serpent” (Rev 12:9; 20:2), and the “dragon” (Rev 12:9; 20:2). 
While Satan’s purpose is always to lead the whole world astray (Rev 12:9), 
he is destined for certain destruction when Jesus returns (Rev 20:10).

New Testament Scripture shows that Satan is a non-eternal, limited 
spiritual being, who seeks to rule creation and entice humans to live in 
pride and selfishness rather than in worship, love, and community (Matt 
4:8-10; John 8:44; Acts 13:10; Gal 5:19-21; 2 Tim 2:26; 1 Peter 5:8-
9). This spiritual power “prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8) and is an “enemy” to God and God’s 
people. While human sin needs to be forgiven, the spiritual power of 
sin needs to be defeated and ultimately destroyed for creation to move 
fully to healing and salvation. At present, this spiritual power enslaves 
humanity ( John 8:34) producing physical and spiritual death. 

Scripture does not provide an explanation for Satan’s (or the spiritual 
power of sin’s) exact origin but it is clear that Satan had a created beginning, 
rejected his rightful role in the world, and has embraced an identity as 
the “father of lies” ( John 8:44). Satan embodied pride and selfishness by 
claiming kingship over creation (Matt 4:8-10) in conflict with God who 
is the rightful Creator, Redeemer, and King. Pride and selfishness are at 
the root of all sin, not wanting to bow in worship and obedience before 
God, and not wanting to offer up one’s life in service to this God. Some 
see Isaiah 14:12-14 with its bold declarations of pride and selfishness 
as a possible reference to Satan’s journey of rebelliousness against God 
and the embrace of death rather than life. Humans are easily tempted to 
embrace pride and selfishness (Ps 36:1-4; Ezek 16:49-50) and thus “image” 
or reflect Satan’s purposes rather than God’s. When Peter attempted to 
lead Jesus away from his divine calling of self-sacrifice, Jesus responded 
by saying, “get behind me Satan” (Matt 16:23). [return to article]

7 In this sentence that paraphrases Romans 1:25, Article 4 makes three 
assertions about what people do when they embrace sin. 

1. Sin is always a move away from God, away from the rightful posture 
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of worship of God, and away from life itself.
2. Sin always blinds people to God’s just, loving, and righteous character 

(2 Cor 4:4) and makes them believe and perpetuate lies about God 
and God’s word to them (“You will not certainly die”; Gen 3:4).

3. Sin always moves people toward idolatry and worship of self (Ps 
36:1-4; 52:1-7; Mark 7:20-23; Rom 1:21-32; Eph 2:1-3). Every 
idolatry involves giving some created thing worship and service 
that it is not worthy of (Ps 106:19-21; Jer 2:11). This worship 
turns the worshiper further away from their divine calling (Rom 
12:1-2) and more and more into the likeness of the created things 
that they are worshiping (Ps 115:3-8). 

Sin is fundamentally a heart posture away from the worship and service 
of the Creator God and toward the worship and service of some element 
within the creation. It is also movement away from truth and toward lies. 
In this way, sin always pushes humans away from God’s Kingdom and life-
giving purposes and toward spiritual and physical death.[return to article]

8 Because sin entices people away from God through disobedience, pride, 
and selfishness, humans begin to worship what is not worthy of worship 
(cf. Rom 1:25) and this opens them to bondage to unseen but real demonic 
principalities and powers. Demonic principalities and powers (one could 
also call them simply “demons” or “demonic beings”) share with Satan 
the same goals, objectives, and ultimate demise. All demonic entities 
seek to “steal, kill, and destroy” life, health, and human and creational 
flourishing (cf. John 10:10). In the Gospels, a key part of Jesus’s ministry 
was driving out these death-producing demons from individuals enslaved 
by them (cf. Matt 8:28-32; 17:18; Mark 1:34). Jesus’s actions signalled 
the arrival of the kingdom of God (Matt 12:28). 

These demonic powers not only produce deathly consequences 
for individuals directly, they also twist, corrupt, and enslave humans 
through perverted human institutions (e.g., political, economic, social, 
religious) that move them away from God’s purposes of holiness, justice, 
and righteousness (Ps 58:1-5). No human institution is free from the 
influence of these powers. 

The good news is that Jesus in his birth, life, death, resurrection, and 
ascension “disarmed the powers and authorities” and “made a public 
spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross” (Col 2:15; cf. 1 Cor 
15:24). Disciples of Jesus are told to take their “stand against the devil’s 
schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Eph 6:11-12). 
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Disciples of Jesus are told: “Do not let sin reign in your mortal body…. 
[O]ffer every part of yourself to [God] as an instrument of righteousness. 
For sin shall no longer be your master” (Rom 6:12-14). The “one who is 
in you is greater than the one who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). Through 
Jesus, God offers true life and freedom from bondage to the spiritual 
powers of sin and death (see Article 5: Salvation). [return to article]

9 This sentence describes how all humans without Christ are under the 
domination of sin in word, deed, thought, and/or attitude ( John 8:34; 
Rom 3:9). This does not mean that humans without Christ are completely 
incapable of God-honouring words, deeds, etc., but that ultimately, they 
cannot overcome sin and become righteous worshipers of God on their own 
(John 1:12-13; 6:44-45; 1 Cor 12:3; Eph 2:8-9). They are trapped, enslaved, 
and in desperate need to be freed from sin’s power (and the guilt and death 
that comes from slavery to sin). This does not mean that Christians no 
longer struggle with the spiritual powers of sin, but that through Christ, 
the domination and slavery has been broken (Rom 6:17-18).

Article 4 ends with a pessimistic announcement of our inability 
as humans to free ourselves from the domination and power of sin, 
moving us further and further from God, God’s calling for us, and from 
life itself. This gloomy but truthful assessment provides the foundation 
and looks forward to the good news of Article 5: Salvation.  [return 
to article]


